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Abstract

We report biographical notes on Elio Abatino, Neapolitan
naturalist and geologist, expert in environmental popular
science, with particular reference to the Campania region.
Former CNR (National Research Council) researcher in the field
of electron microscopy, author of multiple publications, he
dedicated himself particularly to the training and scientific
updating of middle and high school teaching staff, first as a
member of ANISN (Associazione Nazionale Insegnanti di
Scienze Naturali), and then as founder of IREDA (lstituto di

Ricerca e Didattica Ambientale).

Keywords: Abatino Elio, electron microscopist, geologist,

naturalist, popular science

Riassunto

Si riportano i cenni biografici di Elio Abatino, naturalista e
geologo napoletano, esperto di divulgazione ambientale, con
particolare riferimento al territorio campano. Gia ricercatore
del CNR (Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche) nel settore della
microscopia elettronica, autore di molteplici pubblicazioni, si &
dedicato particolarmente alla formazione e aggiornamento
scientifico del personale docente delle scuole medie e
superiori, prima come socio dell/ANISN (Associazione
Nazionale Insegnanti di Scienze Naturali), e poi come
fondatore dell'lREDA (lIstituto di
Ambientale).

Ricerca e Didattica
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Elio Abatino was born in Naples on July 20,
1933, and passed away there on June 21,

2022.

He devoted himself to the collection and
study of shells, minerals and fossils since a
very young age. After graduating cum laude
in Geological Sciences from the University of
Naples, with an experimental thesis on the
volcanic island of Ponza (Tutor: Prof. Angiola
Maria Maccagno) he won the competition for
researcher at CNR (National Research
Council) and later he became facilities
Manager at the Centre for Electron
Microscopy and the Chemistry Department
of the National Research Council. He was
also responsible for public relations, and
consultant for the Library and the Historical

Museum of the CNR's Engine Institute,
where for many decades (1973-2000) he

Elio Abatino (1933-2022).

successfully carried out research on several
projects using electron microscope. In this
regard, we would like to mention the
'‘Scipionix samniticus' International
Palaeontology Prize in Benevento received
by Abatino on 24 April 2009 for his work
“History of microscopy applied to optical
and electronic micropalaeontology”. From
1971 to 1975, he was the national
coordinator of the Earth Sciences Group of
the SIME-Italian Society for Electron
Microscopy. Unfortunately, the intense
research activity under electron microscope
caused him a severe visual impairment,
which afflicted him for the rest of his life.

For five years he was the coordinator-
secretary of the Biology Group in the
Didactic Seminar of the Faculty of Science at
the University of Naples (Director Prof Giulio
Cortini), a department responsible for
refresher courses for teachers of natural
sciences.

Trained in the school of Professor Arturo
Palombi, he intensively collaborated with the
Campana Section of ANISN (Associazione
Nazionale Insegnanti di Scienze Naturali/
National Association of Natural Science
Teachers) (VW AA, 2019) as editor and
organizer of educational excursions for
schoolteachers. After a long series of
prestigious assignments (Puntillo, 2021;
Vitiello, 2021), in 1986 he founded the IREDA
(Istituto di Ricerca e Didattica Ambientale/
Institute of Environmental Science and
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Education) awarded both at regional and
European level with numerous merits.

Since 1984 he taught in the free Faculty of
Tourism Sciences founded by Professor
Umberto Fragola, and in 1986 he was
awarded an Honorary Degree in Tourism
Sciences. For three years he was director of
the caves of Castelcivita (Salerno, ltaly) to
which he devoted in-depth studies. He has
made study and research trips to almost
every country in the world.

He participated in the reconstruction of the
New 'Giovan Battista Alfano' Mineralogical
Museum in Pompeii by drawing up a
detailed guide to the museum collections
and presenting an extension and restoration
project on behalf of the Tourist Promotion
Agency. For the Municipality of Castelcivita
he also realised a project for the
implementation of a Museum of Prehistory
and Natural History in the area, to be located
in a deconsecrated church in the medieval
village.

Passionate about Giovanbattista Della Porta,
he did painstaking research on the life and
works of this Neapolitan scholar who lived in
Naples between the late Renaissance and
the Scientific Revolution.

During his life, he was awarded numerous
titles, prizes and honors from the scientific
world, such as diplomas, plaques from: CNR,
Sorrento City Council, Naples City Council,
Arcipesca FISA ltalian Federation of Sport,
Environment, Education and Image; in 1998
he was awarded the 'Silver Primrose' honour
by the Scientific Committee of the magazine
published by Electa 'Uomo & Natura' for
merits acquired in the protection of the
Environment and for his many years of
teaching naturalistic and environmental
disciplines. In 1986, he was awarded an
honorary degree in Tourism Sciences, a

Elio Abatino Biography

faculty where he held various positions in
Natural Sciences, Geography and Surveying
and Planning of Tourist Routes. In April 2006
he received a Diploma and a Gold Medal for
Scientific and Didactic Merit from the
Councillor for Education and Training and
Culture Policies of the Veneto Region, Dr.
Elena Donezzan, for the active collaboration
carried out in favor of the Civic Museum of
Natural History of Jesolo (VE).

He was a member of the Order of Journalists
of Campania since 1973 as director of the
"Bulletin of the Activities of Ireda" and he
was a member of the Advisory Commission
for the establishment of Regional Parks and
of the Commission on Bathing of the
Campania Region.

He participated in the implementation of the
Scientific Project of the Marine Park of Santa
Maria di Castellabate on behalf of the
Zoological Station "Anton Dohrn" (Director
Dr. Pietro Dohrn) and the local Diving
Center.

He was a member of the Societa Italiana di
Malacologia (ltalian Society of Malacology)
since 1988 and of the Societa dei Naturalisti
in Napoli (Society of Naturalists in Naples)
since 1971. With the latter society in 1981 he
was a member of the organizing committee
and the "Promoting Committee" for the
celebration of the 1st centenary of the
Society which took place in November 1981.
Specifically, in the Minutes of the General
Meeting of February 27, 1981 published in
Volume 90 of 1981, it is reported that
member Abatino was chosen because he
was "particularly appreciated for his
organizational skills."

He was a member of numerous other Italian
and foreign Scientific Academies and
Cultural Associations such as: Societa
Geologica Italiana, Societa di Mineralogia e
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Petrologia, Societa ltaliana di Paleontologia,
Associazione Nazionale Musei Scientifici
(Orti Giardini
Acquari), Societa Speleologica

Botanici, Zoologici e
ltaliana,
Naturalisti Bolognesi, Naturalisti Ferraresi,
Gruppo Mineralogico Geologico
Napoletano, Unione Esperti Europei del
Turismo, Associazione Geoturismo di
Genova, Associazione ltaliana di Geologia e
Turismo - Bologna, Societa Napoletana di
Storia Patria, Societa ltaliana di Microscopia
Elettronica, Societa lItaliana di
Cinematografia Scientifica, Touring Club
ltaliano, Archeoclub, Arca.

After his retirement on 1998 his activities as a
scientific popularizer and trainer of natural
sciences teacher multiplied.

His volcanic activity is evidenced by more
than 90 papers on environmental issues,
scientific dissemination (popular science)
and biodiversity, many of which are intended
to enhance hidden treasures of the territory

(Crovato & Maio, 2021).
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