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Dear Editor, 

We have completely reviewed and modified the paper in the object. All the process has been done in agreement with the reviewers suggestion.

We include in a separate sheet the answers to the 11 points raised by the reviewers.

We hope that the paper can be now suitable for publication in JOP. 

Thank you in advance to consider and evaluate our paper.

Sincerely, Paola Pierantognetti

paola.pierantognetti@uniroma1.it
Phone + 39 06 33776028

Fax + 39 06 33775526

Major comments

1. Absolute numbers and relative percentages have been reported in the whole paper. 

2. All references to chronic pancreatitis have been deleted from the paper and as a consequence values concerning acute pancreatitis alone (112 pts) have been revised.

3. With regards to abdominal pain, the reason why 6.25% of sample did not have this symptom has been reported both in the Results and in the Discussion sections. 

4.  In the Section Laboratory signs, has been specified that amylase and lipase values increased during the hospital stay.

5. The sign has been changed into >.

6. For each imaging technique the % of pathological findings has been reported.

7. Disease severity has been associated in the paper with the only independent variable of disease severity: CRP value.

8. Table 1 has been modified by including the frequency of the events. 

9. The title and abstract has been changed, as suggested by the referee.

10. Discussion, references and indications of tables and figures have been completely revised.

11. The categorization of the disease severity has been re-considered according to the paper by Talukdar R, Clemens M, Swaroop S. Moderately severe acute pancreatitis. Prospective validation of this new subgroup of acute pancreatitis. Pancreas 2012; 41(2):306-309. PMID: 22015971

Minor comment

The English language has been completely revised as requested by the Editor.  

