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 Abstract 

Starting from the relationship between urban planning and mobility management, TeMA has gradually 
expanded the view of the covered topics, always following a rigorous scientific in-depth analysis. This section 
of the Journal, Review Notes, is the expression of a continuous updating of emerging topics concerning 
relationships among urban planning, mobility and environment, through a collection of short scientific 
papers. The Review Notes are made of four parts. Each section examines a specific aspect of the broader 
information storage within the main interests of TeMA Journal. In particular, the Economy, business and 
land use section aims at presenting recent advancements on relevant topics that underlie socio-economic 
relationships between firms and territories. The present note underlines the benefits that entrepreneurship 
exerts on the city, with a specific focus on sustainability and green entrepreneurs. These ones are individuals 
who start business ventures without just seeking their profit maximization as a unique goal, but rather 
contribute to the sustainable development of the communities in which they are embedded. However, in 
order for them to have positive and long-lasting impacts, they need to cooperate with networks that embed 
several stakeholders and mainly local governments. 
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1. Introduction 
Cities are important nodes of social and economic life since most of the economic activities take place here 
and most of the worldwide population lives in urban centers (Bai et al., 2018). Due to the density of people 
and organizations, cities are also characterized by social and environmental risks that impose them to deal 
with problems related to climate change and socio-economic inequalities (Bai et al., 2018; Ramaswami et al. 
2016). According to the United Nations, people living in slums rose to 28% in 2018 in urban areas, where up 
to 4,2 million people died in 2016, and where over 90% of Covid-19 cases were registered (UN, 2020). 
Environmental problems, in particular, are among the most relevant issues affecting cities as most of the 
energy consumptions occur in urban centers, accounting for the 70% of the global carbon emissions (Gargiulo 
& Russo, 2017) and affecting cities economies and competitiveness as well (Carpentieri, 2020; Carter et al., 
2015). Public and governmental organizations are increasingly aware of such trends and are pushing urban 
centers towards the identification of the main socio-environmental concerns that affect them and the activities 
to implement in order to reduce their carbon footprint contributing to the mitigation of climate change. The 
most representative initiative demonstrating the commitment of global policies towards the issue of sustainable 
cities is probably the sustainable development goal number 11: “Making cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”. Recently, the Green New Deal signed by European Commission also 
put the environment at the center of the policy debate highlighting the important role that cities have in 
tackling climate change, whose effects are summarized by Zucaro and Morosini (2018) and are referred to the 
following factors: health, accessibility and supply, energy use, migration, economic and fiscal crises, social 
instability. Strategies to mitigate climate change are thus needed in order to have more livable and sustainable 
places. There are several possible ways through which urban areas can deal with the issue of mitigating their 
environmental impacts. Cities, indeed, may implement activities aimed for example at preserving soil and make 
a responsible land use (Carpentieri et al., 2019), may invest in infrastructures – namely systems that provide 
water, energy, food, shelter, transportations and communications - (Ramaswami et al., 2016), finance green 
infrastructures or nature-based solutions (Haase et al., 2017; Salata & Yiannakou, 2016). More in general, 
cities can face climate change by implementing sustainable activities in several ways involving several 
stakeholders (Jabareen, 2013). Among them, firms may play a relevant role in addressing environmental 
problems. This work aims at shedding light on the importance that green firms, and thus green entrepreneurs, 
are gaining in literature and in practice, unveiling their possible contribution to the sustainable transition of 
cities, whose political support is needed for a systemic and effective implementation of green initiatives that 
may overcome the idea of firm maximization and create positive externalities for the whole territory. 

2. Green entrepreneurs and initiatives 
The issue of sustainable, or green, entrepreneurship has recently become widely discussed in literature (e.g., 
Brandt & Svendsen, 2016; Demirel et al., 2019; O’Neill & Gibbs, 2016). Individuals who combine an 
entrepreneurial action with socio-environmental awareness, thus not seeking exclusively profits maximization 
may be defined as sustainable, or green, entrepreneurs (Gibbs & O’Neill, 2014). While the popular image sees 
entrepreneurs as profit-maximization seeking actors, green entrepreneurs display different mindsets 
“evidenced through donations to environmental causes, employee-friendly working conditions, an interest in 
wider social and environmental issues beyond bottom-line profits, and a concern for the longer term 
implications of their business activities” (Gibbs & O’Neill, 2014, p. 1093). Green entrepreneurs are those who 
develop business initiatives based on sustainability and green values, and they have a central role in pursuing 
sustainable development through the spread of sustainable products and processes (Gasbarro et al., 2017; 
Parrish & Foxon, 2006). The central role that green entrepreneurship is gaining is demonstrated by the 
increasing attention dedicated to the topic by several differentiated fields of knowledge such as urban studies 
(Yu & Gibbs, 2020), management (Mrkajic et al., 2019), economy (Unay-Gailhard & Bojnec, 2019), innovation 
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(Cojoianu et al., 2020). The impact of green ventures is not just related to their private profits but is able to 
generate positive externalities as well, in particular when they create scalable business models that trigger the 
transformation of their supply chains (Silajdžić et al., 2015). If able to do so, green entrepreneurs have the 
potential to strongly contribute to the sustainability transition in cities. However, the extent of their contribution 
to such transition is also determined by the networks in which they are embedded, that are conditioned by 
spatial contexts and multiple relationships with local public and private actors (Yu & Gibbs, 2020). In other 
words, the role of governs is fundamental to sustain green enterprises, thanks to whom cities are more likely 
to achieve an effective and successful sustainable transition. 
An extreme case of the extent to which green entrepreneurs may drive cities towards a sustainable transition 
is that of the town of Babcock Ranch, located in Florida in the United States, which is one of the first solar-
powered town in the world. Currently under development, Babcock Ranch is a newborn city founded by a 
sustainable-oriented entrepreneur working in the field of real estate. The town is built upon the concept of the 
sustainable use of products and resources. It aims at hosting about 50 thousand inhabitants and 6 million 
squares of commercial space in the next years and is powered by a solar field composed of 650 thousand solar 
panels. All buildings are built following strict environmental and energy efficiency measures, and most of the 
urban space is covered by natural areas and sport infrastructures. The building sector, indeed, is among the 
most impacting ones about the relationship between green entrepreneurship and cities. With reference to 
Italy, many firms, supported by local governs, have developed in time green technologies aimed at 
implementing effective waste and energy management measures. In Italy, for example, the Kerakoll GreenLab 
is the prototype of a building thought as an ecosystem in balance with the surrounding environment and 
capable of self-producing energy, recovering rainwater to purify it and guaranteeing the highest levels of 
indoor air quality and well-being. Besides its technical characteristics, the building hosts one of the most 
advanced labs for the research about green materials for buildings. Green initiatives such as the one just 
described realize their potential at maximum when they meet favorable local policies and support. Oslo, for 
example, has been awarded with the European Green Capital of 2019 by European Commission, due to its 
strong impact towards the mitigation of climate change. Among the several initiatives involving sustainable 
mobility, green buildings and waste management, Oslo also established a network of businesses, citizens and 
NGOs called “Business for Climate Network” that group about 100 companies that design and implement 
strategies consistently with the sustainable goals of the city. Similarly, the city of Nijmegen, that won the prize 
in 2018, developed its sustainable strategy also trying to attract green investments coming from private 
businesses. 
In line with the discussion provided in the previous number of this section, the following sub-sections underline 
some virtuous initiatives related to the Italian context. Indeed, one of the aims is to identify recent and relevant 
practical examples that show how Italian cities are facing the different challenges discussed.  
 

 
Green entrepreneurship in Trento 
 

Habitech is a technological district for the energy and the environment located in the area of 
Trento, in the north of Italy. Composed by 300 private green firms mainly operating in the building 
sector, it is supported by local authorities that are part of the consortium such as local governs of 
several towns in the area of Trento. The mission of Habitech is to drive the transition of energy 
and building supply chains towards sustainability. It promotes and manages complex innovation 
processes valuing the real estate assets of the surrounding area. Given its expertise along the 
whole supply chain, it operates through five different brands. In the last years its cooperation with 
local territories has even increased as it also participates in local green initiatives such as Car 
Sharing Trentino, going beyond the commitment into buildings and real estate green management, 

reinforcing the relationship with governmental actors.  
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Green entrepreneurship in Naples 
 

Amicar Sharing is the first fully electric vehicle sharing service with zero emissions and integrates 
public and private transport in Naples. It is promoted by Gesco, the largest group of social 
enterprises in Campania region – to which Naples belongs -, actively committed to the defense of 
the environment and sustainable mobility and sees the collaboration with several business partners 
along the whole supply chain and the eShare platform developed by Be Smart. Amicar Sharing 
has an electric car park located in the main streets of Naples and in key points of the city. The 
service offers the possibility to move at low cost, to park for free in the affiliated car parks of the 
city of Naples, to move freely in the limited traffic areas and preferential lanes. Amicar Sharing 
contributes to the reduction of environmental and noise pollution, and to the reduction of costs 

for city mobility, with the aim of reducing urban traffic. Amicar Sharing is part of the activities of the Gesco group of 
"Mobility for all", together with the disabled transport service Amicar Care. 
 

3. Discussion and conclusions 
The aim of this work is to shed lights on late advancements in research about the topic of green 
entrepreneurship in the urban context, a topic of great relevance extensively discussed by both urban and 
economic studies. Green entrepreneurs are driven by motivations that overcome the mere profit-maximization, 
seeking for the creation of socio-environmental value (O’Neill & Gibbs, 2016). Through the overview of recent 
literature and of some practical cases, it is possible to understand the relevance of green entrepreneurs for 
the sustainable transitions of cities and territories. However, in order to make this aim effective and efficient, 
the support of local authorities is a fundamental requirement (Gasbarro et al., 2017; Yu & Gibbs, 2020). The 
cases presented in this work also underline the importance of the public-private relationship to practically 
implement green strategies in urban and regional contexts. Future studies may furtherly investigate the ways 
through which such interaction takes place, and under which conditions green entrepreneurs may deliver the 
highest possible value for their performance and for the local communities. The understanding of such 
mechanisms would be even more relevant nowadays, after that the pandemic of Covid-19 has imposed new 
paradigms for the sustainable development of cities (Capasso & Mazzeo, 2020). 
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