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The volume n.6 of TeMA Journal of Land Use, Mobility and Environment deals with the topic of Smart City 

and this third issue deals in particular with the theme of Smart Urban Infrastructural systems. The main 

subjects that this issue point out are innovation of networks and infrastructural systems for people and 

goods mobility; advanced technologies of communication; intelligent systems for energy production and 

distribution; innovation in the production and management of water systems and disposal; early warning 

systems; monitoring systems for provision of real time information on different aspects of urban life 

(mobility, climate conditions, safety and so on). In this broader context one of the key theme is the role of 

ICT in innovating government and the policy decision processes: by enhancing the linkages between various 

governmental and social organizations, ICT supported knowledge flows (Socio Technical System) is a mean 

for sustaining innovation in the public sector since they enables governments to better cope with the 

uncertainties of a complex environment. 

The first article of this issue is named “Collecting distributed knowledge for community’s smart changes” by 

Alessandro Sciullo and Sylvie Occelli. The article is an output of the MIDA project (Monitoring ICT Digital 

Divide in Asti) that has been carried out in Piedmont Region by the Asti Province government supported by 

the regional ICT observatory (PICTO). The project, taking inspiration from a crowdsourcing approach, 

involves citizens in the data collecting activity concerning broadband coverage, Internet access and usages. 

MIDA has been an opportunity to test the role of Internet as a dynamic collaborative environment in which 

diverse information, opinions, experiences collective benefits is likely to emerge from aggregated individual 

contributions, connecting statistically relevant data and interpreted information, thereby shaping a sort of 

collective learning process. The study suggests that local governments have a main role to play in prompting 

community transformation processes and to give local government information for policy interventions and to 

give citizens an opportunity to understand what the contents of the policy interventions are likely to be 
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about, thus representing an effort to establish relationships between inside and outside government and 

make the linking between government and governance more effective. 

The second article by Giuseppe Mazzeo titled “City and energy infrastructure: a between economic processes 

and urban planning” analyses the relationships between energy, economy and urban planning, assuming the 

city as an intelligent system constantly evolving and as a system where economic processes come out at 

their highest level affecting other aspects of social and urban structure. The article analyzes the meaning of 

the intelligent city as an entity that is constantly changing and continuously adapting; another aspect studied 

is the role of the energy systems in the evolution of the activities and of the city’s image. Finally the paper 

investigates the role of the economic factors in the city evolution, pointing out that the way towards smart 

and green urban systems largely depend on their economic advantages. 

The third article by Paola Pucci is titled “Mobile Phone Data and Mobility Policy” and it focuses on the 

potentialities offered by mobile phone data to provide useful knowledge of spatial practices and the use 

rhythms of the contemporary city, for more effective and equitable mobility policies. Starting from the results 

of a research carried out by the Politecnico di Milano, using mobile phone data provided by Telecom Italia 

and finalized to verify the meaning of mobile phone data in returning the density of land use and the origins 

and destinations of daily movements, the paper highlights how new maps, based on the processing of 

mobile phone data can exemplify spatialized urban activities and how they can give new insights for analyze 

space-time patterns of mobility practices. 

The fourth article titled “Smart Mobility Opportunities and Conditions” by Luca Staricco, starts from the 

assumption that most of the opportunities of smart mobility are related to technological innovations for 

managing and organizing trips and traffic and for improving the environmental efficiency of vehicles; but the 

impacts of these innovations, in particular over the long term, depend on how they are embedded by the 

users in their daily activities and practices. These “boundary conditions” are often disregarded, just as they 

generally concern not a technological dimension, but the psychological-cognitive and socio-cultural domain. 

The article analyzes the boundary conditions and the opportunities they can support and which risks can 

emerge if they are not fulfilled. 

In the last article, titled “EU Smart City Governance” the authors Carmela Gargiulo, Valentina Pinto and 

Floriana Zucano analyse three documents of the European Commission (Cohesion Policy 2014-2020 of 

European Community, Digital Agenda for Europe and European Urban Agenda) describing the general 

contents of these policy documents, illustrating the scenarios for the future of the European cities according 

to them and tracing the evolution of the Smart Cities theme developed by these three instruments.  

Finally the Review Pages define the general framework of the theme of Smart Cities Infrastructures and 

Network with an updated focus of websites, publications, laws, urban practices and news and events on this 

subject. 
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